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Mayor Michael B. Hancock
Oftice of the Mayor

1437 Bannock St # 350,
Denver, CO 80202

November 12, 2020
To the Honorable Mayor Hancock,

We write to share our immense gratitude and to thank you for your strong support of the Denver Immigrant
Legal Services Fund. By increasing the funding for the program for FY2021 to $500,000, you have shown that
Denver recognizes the value and contributions of immigrants to our communities, economy, and city. This
access to effective legal counsel is needed now more than ever as immigrants continue to face inhumane and
increasingly dangerous conditions and outbreaks at the immigration detention at the GEO facility in Aurora,
Colorado. Thanks to your leadership and support, this fund has been able to help hundreds of Denver residents
and their families be reunited and will continue to do so.

Your demonstrated commitment to this program will help Denver families and our city collectively offset some
of the disproportionate impacts of this current crisis that has exacerbated existing racial disparities in health and
economic stability for immigrants in Denver. Moreover, this will help protect Denver families and residents as
ICE continues to arrest and detain community members despite the global pandemic and ongoing outbreaks of
COVID-19 within their own facilities. ICE officials have continuously refused to release vulnerable populations
on humanitarian parole, continue to house individuals with confirmed positive COVID-19 tests with the
general population of detainees in the same pods, and continue to transfer individuals, including those who
have tested positive for the virus. As a result of this neglect, the GEO immigration detention facility in Aurora
has had several outbreaks of the virus with up to 93 cases and 2 hospitalizations in the most recent outbreak on
October 26th, 2020. Legal representation is a life changing tool for families to be reunited and loved ones to be
bonded out of senseless, unnecessary, and dangerous detention.

Sustained funding for legal defense is one of the best ways to ensure Denver residents are given due-process in
immigration court. Before this program began, 70% of immigrant detainees fought their deportation without
legal counsel. The current program meets 34.6% of those previously unrepresented. However, many legal service
providers are still forced to turn clients away due to limited funds. In 2019, 810 Denverites or 65.4% of
residents were left without legal representation. Denver’s increase of funding is an important step to
expanding access to legal counsel and ensuring due-process and dignity for all Denver residents in immigration
court.

Immigrants are our neighbors, colleagues, friends, classmates, and residents who contribute immensely to the
fabric of our Denver community and economy. Thank you again for showing continued support for this
fund that is essential to keeping our families together, supporting our economy, and ensuring due
process for all.

Signed,
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Alcalde Michael B. Hancock
Oficina del alcalde

1437 Bannock St # 350,
Denver, CO 80202

12 de noviembre de 2020
Al honorable alcalde Hancock,

Le escribimos para compartir nuestra inmensa gratitud y agradecerle por su firme apoyo al Fondo de Servicios
Legales para Inmigrantes de Denver. Al aumentar los fondos para el programa para el afio fiscal 2021 a
$500,000, ha demostrado que Denver reconoce el valor y las contribuciones de los inmigrantes a nuestras
comunidades, economifa, y ciudad. Este acceso a un abogado es mds necesario ahora que nunca, ya que los
inmigrantes contindan enfrentando brotes y condiciones inhumanas y cada vez mds peligrosas en la detencién
de inmigrantes en las instalaciones de GEO en Aurora, Colorado. Gracias a su liderazgo y apoyo, este fondo ha
podido ayudar a que cientos de residentes de Denver y sus familias se retinan y continuar4 haciéndolo.

Su compromiso demostrado con este programa ayudard a las familias de Denver y a nuestra ciudad a compensar
colectivamente algunos de los impactos desproporcionados de esta crisis actual que ha exacerbado las
disparidades raciales existentes en la salud y la estabilidad econédmica de los inmigrantes en Denver. Ademds, esto
ayudard a proteger a las familias y residentes de Denver mientras ICE continda arrestando y deteniendo a
miembros de la comunidad a pesar de la pandemia global y los brotes continuos de COVID-19 dentro de sus
propias instalaciones. Los funcionarios de ICE se han negado continuamente a liberar a las poblaciones
vulnerables en libertad condicional humanitaria, contintian albergando a las personas con pruebas positivas
confirmadas de COVID-19 con la poblacién general de detenidos en las mismas cuartos y contintan
transfiriendo a las personas, incluidas las que salieron positivo con el virus . Como resultado de esta negligencia,
el centro de detencién de inmigrantes GEO en Aurora ha tenido varios brotes del virus con hasta 93 casos y 2
hospitalizaciones en el brote mds reciente el 26 de octubre de 2020. La representacion legal es una herramienta
que cambia la vida de las familias reunirse y sus seres queridos para salir de la detencién sin sentido, innecesaria y
peligrosa.

El financiamiento sostenido para la defensa legal es una de las mejores formas de garantizar que los residentes de
Denver reciban el debido proceso en la corte de inmigracién. Antes de que comenzara este programa, el 70% de
los inmigrantes detenidos lucharon por su deportacién sin asesorfa legal. El programa actual atiende al 34.6% de
los que anteriormente no estaban representados. Sin embargo, muchos proveedores de servicios legales todavia
se ven obligados a rechazar clientes debido a fondos limitados. En 2019, 810 residentes de Denver o el 65,4%
de los residentes se quedaron sin representacion legal. El aumento de fondos de Denver es un paso
importante para ampliar el acceso a asesorfa legal y garantizar el debido proceso y la dignidad para todos los
residentes de Denver en los tribunales de inmigracion.

Los inmigrantes son nuestros vecinos, colegas, amigos, compaferos de clase y residentes que contribuyen
enormemente a la estructura de nuestra comunidad y economia de Denver. Gracias nuevamente por mostrar
su apoyo continuo a este fondo que es esencial para mantener unidas a nuestras familias, apoyar
nuestra economia y garantizar el debido proceso para todos.

Firmado,
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Colorado Immigrant Rights Coalition

American Friends Service Committee

Denver Catholic Network and CatholicNetwork.US
Call to Action Colorado

Philanthropiece

ACLU Colorado

Frontline Farming

New Era Colorado

Colorado Cross Disability Coalition

Spring Institute for Intercultural Learning

Mountain Dreamers

Cobalt Advocates

AdvocacyDenver

SEIU Local 105

Colorado Jobs with Justice

Young Invincibles

Safehouse Progressive Alliance for Nonviolence
Center for Health Progress

Colorado Organization for Latina Opportunity and Reproductive Rights (COLOR)
Boulder Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Limmigration Justice task Force
Casa de Paz

Alianza NORCO

Rapid Shift Network

Together Colorado

La Cocina

Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network
Immigrant and Refugee Center of Northern Colorado
Safe Shelter of St. Vrain Valley

Clayton Early Learning

Good Business Colorado

Aretz & Chisholm Immigration, LLC

El Comite de Longmont

Colorado Working Families Party

Colorado Peoples Alliance (COPA)

One Colorado

Foothills Unitarian Church

Mi Voz Program Directors at The Family Center/La Familia
University of Colorado, School of a Medicine - Division of Infectious disease
Colorado Hosting Asylum Network

Colorado Center on Law and Policy

9to 5 Colorado

Refugee Action Coalition of Colorado (RACC)
International Rescue Committee

Individuals April Palma Roberts
Abigail Richards Apryl Alexander
Aliza Asocar Araceli Newman

Andy Blackmun Ariel Zarate



Aubrey Hill

Bret Wohlgemuth
Camille Foster
Carina Tennessen
Carlos Franco-Paredes MD, MPH
carolyna espinoza
Chaer Robert
Christine Manikowski
Claire Bagazonzya

D Johnson

Dana Miller

Denise de Percin
Diane Metzger
Emma Bliesener
Frances Liefert
Grace Chisholm
Gwen Mitchell

Indra Lucero

Irene Thomas

Jamie Brenner, Psy.D
Jamie Moo-Young
Jessica Davis

Jessica Santi

Joshua Stallings

Juan Ojeda Borjas
Kaitlyn Hickmann
Kathy Parker

Katie Farnan

Kellie Ramirez

Kelly Garza
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Lauren Groth

Layla Schimmel

Lisa Erikson

Lois Doll

Louisa Matthias
Luis Balmes Gutierrez
Malcolm Evans
Maria Ferrier
Mathew Wozniak
Millie Taylor

Mona Cedillo
Monica Hughes
Natalie Espinoza
Nermina Mujkanovi
Paige Noon

Rev. Gretchen Haley
Robert Walsh
Salvador Gonzales
Sara Beth Ford
Sarah Parrish
Stephanie Torres
Susan Anderson
Tania Chavez

Tere Garcia

Ticie Rhodes

Tracy Harper
Victoria Francis
Xochitl Gayatan
ZaHraa Otaifah



